Familial exudative vitreoretinopathy: surgical intervention and visual acuity outcomes.
Familial exudative vitreoretinopathy (FEVR) is a hereditary condition that may lead to vitreous hemorrhage and traction retinal detachment necessitating surgical intervention. In this paper we review the results of surgery on seven such patients (eight eyes). Seven patients (eight eyes) were followed up after surgery that had been performed because of vitreous hemorrhage and/or traction retinal detachment due to FEVR, in an effort to evaluate outcomes. Parameters that were noted were the current age, gender, age at the time of first surgery, length of follow-up and postoperative retinal status and visual acuity. Seven patients (eight eyes) ranging in age from 6 months to 44 years with a mean of 24.7 and a median of 26 years were followed. There were three females and four males. The lowest age at which surgery was first performed was 6 months and the highest was 28 years, with a mean of 14.7 and a median of 17 years. Six of the 8 eyes were reattached following surgery, although some required multiple procedures. Vitreoretinal surgery may be of benefit in helping to preserve some degree of vision in eyes of patients with FEVR who develop vitreous hemorrhage and/or retinal detachment.